R1~COlibS OF TRE AUSTHALlAN MUSEUM.
Family J'VIELANOTAENTlDAE. Genus Melanotaenia Gill, 1863. Melanotaenia nigrans (Richardson) . Richardson, Ann. Mag. N at. Hist., xi, 1843, 180 .. King's River, Port Essington, Northern Territory.
A therina nigrans
Melanotaenia nigrans McOnlloch, Austr. Mus. Mem., v, 1929, 112 (synonymy Apogon ruppelli Gunther, Oat. Fish. Brit. Mus. i, 1859, 236, "Victoria", i.e., Victoria River, Northern Territory (H.M.S. "Herald"); Klunzinger, Sitzb. Akad. Wiss. Wien., lxxx, 1, 1879, 344; Ogilby, Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.Wales,. xxiv, 1899, 165; Waite, Rec. Austr. Mus., iv, 1902, 181, PI. xxvii; Alexander, J ourn. Linn. Soc. London, Zoo1., xxxiv, 1922, 481; Paradice and Whitley, Mem. Qld. Mus., ix, 1927, 84 and 97; Serventy, The Emu, xxxviii, 1938, 288 et seq. and 359; Marshall, Mem. Qld. Mus., xii, 1941, p. 56 (4) R'EOORDSO'B' 'FHE AUSTRALIAN MUsEuM. which equals snout. Second and third dorsal spines longest (little more than 5 mm.) and equal, thus less than three-tenths of standard length. In the anal fin the third spine is the longest, 5 mm., and nearly as long as longest dorsal spines.
Profile concave over eyes. Maxillary rounded, reaching below eye. Fine teeth on' jaws. Three to five preorbital serrae. Both limbs of preopercle serrated, 3 to 5 serrae on either side, thus fewer than in typical dalyensis, but probably this is due to immaturity and smaller size; the senae are not even bilaterally symmetrical. Lower angle of gill-cover with 2 to 5 spines. Two rows of scales below eye, Lateral,line tubes developed anterior]y on only one scale on each side ou,the fifth row. The following scales have no tubes and their edges are cOI'lYex,not bilobed.
Nor are there tubes or lobes on the posterior scales on the middle 01 each side.
Recumbent dorsal spine concealed. General facies as figured. Colour in alcohol pale yellowish-brown.. Top of head and margins of scales sparsely punctulated. A thin, broken dark-bluish stripe along middle of each side posteriorly. Fins mostly transparent or punctulate, particularly towards tips of second dorsal, anal and ventrals. Membrane between second and third dorsal spines nearly black.
The specimen agrees well with Rendahl's account, differing only in the number of scales (incomplete in Rendahl's type), lengths of dorsal and anal spines, and fewer serrae on head, but these are doubtless due to growth-differences; The curious variation of the lateral line scales is covered by the' disparities shown by Rendahl's paratypes.
Ambassis mulleri Klunzinger (Sitzungsb. K. Akad. Wiss Wien., lxxx, 1879, 346, PI. i, fig. 3 , from Port Darwin) has 9 anal rays, 25 scales along body, preorbital not serrated, and dorsal membrane hyaline.
Blandowskiella dalyensis may also be recorded from Queensland for the first time, as I have identified more than eighty specimens in The Australian Museum and in Mr. Melbourne Ward's Gallery from the following localities in the Northern Territory and Queensland:
( One specimen, .rather shrivelled, i" tentatively identified as this species. As Eleotris herwerdenii it was first noticed from Australia by Koumans (Zoo1. Meded., xx, 1937,25) (Figure 2 .) D. xii/13; A.12 (13); P. 14; V. i, 5; C. 8 + 9 + 8 = 25. More than 6Gtrans-verse and about 24 longitudinal scale-rows on body. Head (11 mm.) 4.8', depth (9) 6 in total length (53). Head about as broad (7 mm.) as high. Eye (3) 3.7, longest (fourth) dorsal spine (7) 1.5, median dorsal rays (5) 2.2, medium anal rays (3.5) 3.1 in head.
Head IlcaIy except before middle of eye-level, around preoperculum, and on its ventral surfaces. Eyes large, contiguous, with distinct lower lids. Snout bluff, hroa:d; rounded. Anterior nostril in pointed 'protuberance over mouth; posterior near eYIil.',}Upper lip expanded laterally into a fleshy fold below preorbital. A similar, sh6'rter fold below side of lower lip. Mouth extending below posterior half of eye. A single row of spaced conic teeth in each jaw, some slightly enlarged; none on palate. Tongue rounded. Gill-opening small,. before pectoral base, separated by a broader isthmus. Gillrakers small.
Body elongate, compressed; myomeres indistinct, covered wtih small cycloid scales. An arched genital papilla. Dorsal fins separate, the firet of twelve spines, rOllnded, slightly longer than high, not as high as body, unspotted and separate from soft dorsaL commencing over thepectQraLrays. The spines increase in lellgthulltil about the £ourth .. or.fifth.
Anal opposite second dorsal but smaller than that fin. Pectorals rounded, barely reaching level of vent. Ventrals before pectorals, completely united by median membrane and by anterior frenum to form a sucking disc. Oaudal rounded with small, slender, upper reduced rays and thick, finger-like lower rays increasing in length posteriorly.
General colour in alcohol, brown with about eight indistinct crossbars on body. A dusky oblique stripe from upper corner of operculum to bases of pectoral rays. Belly with blue tinge. Apparently no white or silver spots anywhere. First dorsal dark brownish with a light yellow margin. Second dorsal white or yellowish with two broad bands of brown mostly restricted to the membranes. Anal yellowish. Pectorals plain with brownish membranes. Ventrals brown above with light yellow or white margin and pale yellow below. Oaudal mostly yellowish but with pairs of brownish spots along the membranes adjacent to the principal rays. Teeth yellowish.
Differs from its congeners in fin and scale-counts, combined with having united ventral fins, and round, unspotted spinous dorsal fin.
Described and figured from the holotype, probably a male, about 2 in. or 53 mm. long from Karumba, Gulf of Oarpentaria, Queensland; collected by Oharles HedlE;ly about fifty years ago. Austr. Mus. Regd. No.!. 6195. A paratype (1.6196) is very similar but has A.10 (11) 
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This seems an opportune place to describe and figure another new tropical Australian goby from North Queensland, as follows:
Family GOBIIDAE. Genus Cryptocentroides. Popta, 1922. Cryptocentroides Popta, 2001 . Meded. Leiden, vii, 1922 . Haplotype. C. dentatus Popta from Raha, Indonesia. This species and Gobius (Cryptocentrus) stigmatophorus Beaufort (2001 . Anzeiger, xxxix, 1912 are nowadays regarded as synonyms of Amblygobius insignis Seale (Philip. Journ. Sci., v, 2, 1910, 116, PI. ii, fig. 1 , from the Philippines) and known. as Cryptocentroides insignis (see Koumans, Zoo1. Meded. Leiden, xviii, 1935, 144) . Third and fourth dorsal spines elongate. The sixth bifid, perhaps deformed, with about six hair-like rays arising from right side of back nearby. Ventrals united as usual in gobies, nearly reaching vent. Tenth pectoral ray longest. No free pectoral rays. Oaudal rounded, nearly as long as head, with fourteen branched rays, the lowermost short.
General colour pale olive, with six dark brown cross-bands, the first on head, second on nape, third divided on base of spinous dorsal to enclose a small patch of pale olive, becoming single on sides. and fading out on belly beneath ventrals, the fourth and fifth below soft dorsal and a smoky sixth on caudal root. Head olive-yellow, with elongate bright blue spots, forming oblique dotted lines; pectorals olive, with numerous small round blue spots at its base and on the basal half of the fin; dorsals pale olive, with slightly darker markings on. the proximal membranes of the soft dorsal; ventrals dark olive, covered with round bright blue spots; anal fin olive-brown, with about five longitudinal blue lines; caudal. hyaline-olive becoming ochre-yellow above and bright bluish on the membranes .. Pupil of eye black, with bri~ht green reflections, surrounded by orange-yellow iris. The blue spots at pectoral base have faded away since preservation in formalin.
Described and figured from the holotype, a specimen 92 mm. in standard length or4t in. overall, in the Dept. Harbours. and Marine collection, Brisbane, No. 1782.
Locality.-PalmIslands, North Queensland. 0011. T. O. :Nlarshal1. Differs from C. insignis (Seale) the only other species in Popta's genus, in coloration and proportions, as described above, in not having very enlarged outer teeth, and in having fewer dorsal and anal rays.
